Current status of magnetic resonance imaging of the ankle and the hindfoot.
With the increasing use of magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) for examining the musculoskeletal system, numerous applications have been found in the evaluation of ankle and hindfoot problems. For example, MRI is ideal for assessing tendon disorders, which are common in this region. In addition, the technique allows accurate staging of osteochondral fractures, as well as both soft-tissue and bony neoplasms. Tarsal coalition can be readily evaluated and the type determined. Increasingly, arthritis and synovial abnormalities are coming under scrutiny with MRI; this is currently an area of avid interest. In this article the authors review the current status of MRI of the ankle and the hindfoot and illustrate a variety of these disorders.